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Monday 31 October  
Active safety is a mystery to most
The results of an SMMT survey released today (31 October) showed that most people are not familiar with the latest safety technologies fitted to new cars. 

The survey, which sampled 110 people in central London, showed that: 

· 58 per cent of those asked could not name any active safety systems in a modern car.
· Only 29 per cent named ABS, even though this is now standard on all new cars.
· Just five per cent of drivers knew about ESP (electronic stability programme).
· Six per cent of people were unable to name any active or passive safety feature. 
Active safety systems are technologies that prevent accidents from happening; passive safety limits the effect of an accident on vehicle occupants or pedestrians.
Christopher Macgowan, SMMT chief executive said, ' Many of the latest technologies are becoming more common in new cars. What this survey shows is that most people are not aware of the many basic safety systems fitted to modern cars, let alone the investment in the latest active safety systems which are helping to drive down injuries and deaths on the roads.'
Other findings of the SMMT survey include: 
· Additional safety features mentioned by respondents were roll bars by eight per cent, and four per cent said reverse cameras or parking sensors. 

· 92 per cent could name an example of a passive technology, with 47 per cent saying airbags and 36 per cent seatbelts.
To raise awareness, SMMT and RoadSafe are running a campaign to demonstrate the latest in safety technology as well as the dangers of driving at night.
Figures released by the Department for Transport last month show that road casualties have fallen significantly over the last 10 years. Improved car design has played a significant part in the reduction of casualties, as will better driver education, improved road design and better measures to prevent poor driving behaviour. 
Killed or seriously injured 1994 -2004 and percentage change 

	
	1994 – 1998 average
	2003
	2004
	Percentage change from 2003
	Percentage change 1994 – 98 average

	Pedestrians
	11,669
	7,933
	7,478
	-6
	-36

	Cyclists
	3,732
	2,411
	2.,308
	-4
	-38

	Motorcyclists
	6,475
	7,652
	6,648
	-13
	+3

	Car users
	23,254
	17,291
	16,144
	-7
	-31

	Bus/coach users
	716
	500
	488
	-2
	-32

	Other 
	1,810
	1,428
	1,285
	-10
	-29

	All users
	47,656
	37,215
	34,351
	-8
	-28


 Source: http://www.dft.gov.uk

Notes:

1. The survey of 110 people in central London, was undertaken by the Society of Motor Manufacturers and Traders. 

2. 75 per cent of those questioned said they were drivers.
3. Since July 2004, all new volume production cars in the UK are now fitted with

ABS – Anti-lock Braking System 

SMMT and RoadSafe are holding a 'Driving in winter' event on the evening of Monday 31 October. Timed to coincide with the clocks turning back, the event will display the latest in vehicle and road safety technology including practical demonstrations. 
There are still a few places available to the media and road safety professionals. If you wish to attend please e-mail kodysseos@smmt.co.uk 
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